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Tomas Eriksson is the new CEO at Sinntaxis 
 
As of 1 April, Tomas Eriksson has become the new CEO of the pharmaceutical company 
Sinntaxis, as the previous CEO Michael Oredsson is moving away from Sweden. Tomas 
Eriksson most recently held the position of CEO at the listed company A1M Pharma. 
Sinntaxis is a portfolio company at LU Holding and a member of the SmiLe Incubator in 
Lund, Sweden. 
 
Sinntaxis is developing a drug to improve brain function after stroke, which could potentially 
revolutionise the rehabilitation of stroke patients. The company has secured the rights to a 
substance, originally developed by Astra Zeneca, which has already been clinically tested for another 
indication. Sinntaxis is therefore expected rapidly to enter the clinical development stage of this drug 
candidate for stroke rehabilitation. 
 
“Michael Oredsson has been important for Sinntaxis and we thank him for his good contributions in 
leading the development of our drug candidate. We welcome Tomas Eriksson, who is also well 
established in the industry and has a broad network of contacts, not least within the investment 
community which will be important for the company’s development”, says Lars Grundemar, chair of 
the board for Sinntaxis. 
 
“Sinntaxis is a very exciting company that addresses a very major medical need. The development 
work has already made good progress. The next step is to design and finance a clinical development 
plan for further phase II studies and for this my background could be very useful”, says Tomas 
Eriksson, new CEO. 
 
“It is very gratifying that we have been able to attract Tomas Eriksson to be CEO of Sinntaxis. Tomas 
has a broad network of contacts and a long and solid experience of building life-science companies 
originating in academia”, says Christine Widstrand, executive vice president of LU Holding. 
 
The Sinntaxis drug candidate is based on a discovery made by Professor Tadeusz Wieloch and his 
research team at the Laboratory for Experimental Brain Research at Lund University. The company 
has submitted a patent application for the use of mGluR5 inhibitors to restore brain function after a 
stroke. Sinntaxis was founded by researchers Tadeusz Wieloch, Roger Olsson, Carin Sjölund, Karsten 
Ruscher and Kerstin Beirup at the Laboratory for Experimental Brain Research at Lund University, 
together with LU Holding. 
 
 



 

For more information, please contact: Lars Grundemar, chair of the board, telephone + 46 76-209 
5518, Tomas Eriksson, CEO, telephone + 46 70-918 3850, or Christine Widstrand, executive vice 
president of LU Holding, telephone + 46 709-286 378. www.sinntaxis.com 
 

Facts about stroke: Stroke is a clinical condition in which insufficient blood flow to a part of the brain causes cell 
death. There are two types of stroke: a blood clot that blocks the flow of blood, and a bleed which makes the 
flow too weak. Stroke is a growing societal problem as the proportion of elderly people in the population 
increases. In Sweden 28 000 people are affected by stroke every year, 17 million individuals globally, and one 
third are subsequently referred to institutional care or care in the home. The disease has a narrow therapeutic 
window of a few hours in which treatment is possible through surgery or thrombolysis to eliminate the blood 
clot. Of all stroke patients, fewer than 15 per cent in wealthy countries and fewer that one per cent in 
developing countries receive the damage-reducing treatment. There are currently no drugs that improve the 
recovery or rehabilitation process after a stroke. 

About LU Innovation and LU Holding AB: LU Innovation is Lund University’s collective innovation organisation 
which, together with researchers and students, works to generate societal benefit and growth. LU Innovation 
consists of a public authority side and a company side, LU Holding AB. The holding company can support and 
finance start-ups, but also own, administrate and sell shares in companies originating from research at Lund 
University. www.innovation.lu.se 
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